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Dear Voter
I am asking you to help elect me to Seanad Éireann as an experienced, independent voice for social justice.

If we are to emerge from the current economic crisis, and face the coming ecological crisis, as a confident,
inclusive and sustainable society, we need a serious debate on values and ideas.

This is why I have decided to run for Seanad Éireann. The University Senators have been ahead of their time
in raising important new ideas before the Dail. Some examples include the legalisation of contraception,
separation of church and state, modernisation of censorship laws, gay rights and the Climate Change Bill.
Independent Senators can focus on national policy, and take a longer-term perspective than TDs who are
limited by the pressures of local clientalism and party whips. However, I am also proposing that the Seanad
as a whole become fully representative of Irish society.

As a full-time independent Senator, I will promote the values which have always informed my life –
inclusion, sustainability, equality, solidarity, public service and democracy. As former CEO/Coordinator of
the Irish Refugee Council, European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland and Comhlámh I bring extensive
experience of working with some of the most marginalised communities to influence Irish and European
policy. I will continue to support communities and organisations working for these values.

This leaflet outlines some of the reasons why I am looking for your support. These points will be discussed
more fully on my website www.robinhanan.ie.

Robin Hanan

12 reasons to support Robin Hanan

Because jobs matter

We need to invest in re-training and in useful
work to boost the economy and to provide jobs.
This is a better use of resources than bailing out
unproductive parts of the financial sector. We are
wasting skills and destroying lives.  For example, a
very large number of construction workers and
professionals may never work in Ireland again,
even though they are needed to make our homes
energy efficient and accessible to people with
disabilities. I will speak from my experience of
working with unemployed and marginalised
groups to influence employment policy.

Because sustainability matters

For Ireland to emerge from the current crisis, we
need to become self-sufficient in energy, meet
international targets on carbon emissions and
take the lead on green technologies. We need to
value quality of life and social cohesion at least as
much as growth. As a life-long environmentalist, I
will ensure that immediate concerns don’t push
sustainability off the agenda.

Because public service matters

Public service underpins a successful democracy.
Failure to value public service is reflected in weak
planning and regulation and in poor quality
health, education, transport and social services.
As a Senator, I will draw on my experience as a
public servant and of working with communities
and individuals who rely on public services to
push for high quality and accessible services.

Because education matters

We are proud of our tradition of education, but
this is being undermined by funding cuts. For
example, the reduction in special needs assistants
(SNA) threatens the future of some of our most
vulnerable children. Public understanding of
science, economics and politics is also essential to
effective policy debate, and needs to be led by an
imaginative and adequately funded third level
sector. I understand the importance of effective
education policies, as a parent and from my work
as Education Officer of Trinity Students Union and
as Coordinator of the Network of Regional
Development Education Centres (NODE).
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Because social justice matters

Ireland is one of the most unequal societies in
Europe, with unacceptable levels of poverty and
homelessness. This is the result of political
choices, including taxation and spending
priorities. I have worked for many years to
strengthen Irish and EU anti-poverty strategies,
particularly in the European Poverty Network. As
a Senator, I will use my voice to protect income
and services for the poorest communities and to
reduce the gap between rich and poor.

Because community matters

Community development workers and activists
empower and resource disadvantaged rural and
urban communities as well as marginalised
groups such as Travellers, lone parents and
migrants. Many community development
programmes face severe cuts or closure. The
savings to the State are small, but the human cost
is immense. I have worked with community
groups throughout Ireland and I will continue to
support their struggle to have their voices heard,
to resist unfair cuts and to improve their lives.

Because Equality matters

We have made progress on equality over the last
generation for many people facing discrimination
because of gender, sexuality, age, ethnicity,
religion or disability. However, we have a long
way to go to reach genuine equality, and some
gains are being undermined. Whole communities,
such as Travellers, are still severely marginalised.
I have initiated equality policies in civil service
unions and in the community sector and this will
be a central part of my work as a Senator.

Because human rights matter

In times of crisis, we need to be particularly
vigilant of our human rights, including the rights
of minorities. I have worked for human rights all
of my life, as a volunteer and in advocacy
organisations. One example of this is the Asylum
Rights Alliance, which I convened, bringing
together migrant communities, churches and
faiths, trade unions and voluntary organisations,
forcing important legal and policy changes.

Check my website for
blogs on these issues,

ideas on helping the campaign and
information on how to vote

Because diversity matters

Ireland has gained from the new ideas, energy
and cultures of immigrants, just as other societies
have gained from our emigrants. If we are to re-
emerge as a vibrant part of the globalised society,
we need to value and support diversity of many
kinds, and fight racism. I have been privileged to
work closely with new communities in Ireland
and I hope to bring this experience to the Seanad.

Because Europe matters

We cannot solve our problems in isolation. For
many years, I have helped community groups to
link with counterparts across Europe, to learn
from each other and to work together to
influence EU policy. I have had the opportunity to
chair the main policy and advocacy groups of
both the European network of development
agencies (CONCORD) and the European Anti
Poverty Network. I regularly train groups on how
to influence EU policy, and for three years I
delivered a course in the UCD Quinn Business
School on Ireland in Europe.

Because global solidarity matters

Ireland has a proud record of overseas aid, and
there is an increasing recognition of the need to
translate this into policies on fair trade, debt and
sustainable development. In the Seanad, I can
use my experience as Director of the
development education and campaigning
organisation Comhlámh and in the development
agencies’ network Dochas. As Chairperson of the
Irish Nicaragua Support Group, I helped start the
fair trade movement and launch the Latin
America Solidarity Centre.

Because democracy matters

To restore faith in democracy we need to curb
clientalism and empower citizens. Citizens should
be confident in accessing services and
entitlements as of right, without asking a TD for
help. As well as limiting TDs’ ‘clinic work’, we
need upgraded citizens’ information and
community empowerment programmes. We also
need to make our institutions more effective,
transparent and accountable. I will work for
greater freedom of information and public
accountability. I will also argue for changes to
make Seanad Éireann fully representative of Irish
society and for a thorough shake-up the workings
of the Oireachtas.


